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T
he wok is hot. Chopped 
snow peas, green 
onions, and bell peppers 
are waiting to go. Oil 
screams as it hits the 

wok and catches fi re. Smoke sets o�  
the alarm.   

My boyfriend is trying to kill me.
This isn’t the fi rst time.  
An attempt at blackened salmon 

sent up a cloud of spicy smoke that 
chased me out of the kitchen in a 
coughing fi t. For a whiskey cocktail, 
he smoked ice, which (1) totally 
worked (2) made the apartment 
smell like a dive bar, then (3), burned 
a hole right through the bottom of 
a pot. Another night there was a 
pork shoulder that simmered until 
midnight. The expectations were 
high, but so was the heat. We — ahem, 
Danny — used the wrong peppers. I 
su� ered through a few unbearably 
spicy bites before giving up. 
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Review: Stella’s Deli in Gulfport is 
another cool breakfast hangout.  PAGE  3E
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Freelance writer Ileana Morales photographs a dinner she and her boyfriend, Times reporter Danny Valentine, have prepared. The pair cook together, and Morales 
spotlights their creations on her food blog, A Little Saffron Would Make This, and now in a twice-monthly column for Taste.

A young couple who love to eat are 
learning to cook and expanding their 

repertoire in the kitchen.
What they can do, you can, too. 

Come cook with us

In Our Kitchen   |   Adventures of a couple that cooks

For Ileana Morales and Danny Valentine, cooking is an enjoyable activity to share — and then you 
get to eat! They are building a collection of cookbooks and equipment in their small apartment. 
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Yes, chef: Marcus Samuelsson imparts 
his culinary wisdom.  PAGE  2E  
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